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SUBJECT: MRS. PERON CHANGES TACTICS ON CORRUPTION ISSUE 

1. HAVING ALREADY LOST HER BATTLE TO BLOCK CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION 

OE CORRUPTION IN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, MRS. PERON OVER THE WEEKEND 

CHANGED TACTICS AND REPORTEDLY INSTRUCTED MEMBERS OE HER GOVERNMENT 

TO COOPERATE WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. SHE 

CLEARLY ANTICIPATED A COURT RULING, ISSUED DECEMBER 29, BY EEDERAL 

ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE ERANCISCO MADARIAGA, THAT PAVES THE WAY 

EOR THE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION. GENERAL EATIGATTI, ON BEHALF 

OF THE CRUZADA, HAD EILED A PETITION IN EEDERAL COURT REQUESTING 

THAT THE INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE BE LEGALLY BARRED EROM LOOKING 

INTO THE CRUZADA'S AEFAIRS BECAUSE (A) "IT WOULD INTEREERE WITH A 

PARALLEL JUDICIAL INQUIRY," AND (B) IT IS "UNCONSTITUTIONAL BECAUSE 

IT VIOLATES THE PRINCIPLE OE SEPARATION OP POWERS." IN ITS RULING 

THE COURT REJECTED THESE ARGUMENTS, CONCLUDING THAT "IT WAS 

IMPOSSIBLE TO AFPIRM THAT THE INVESTIGATING COMMISSION 

IS ARBITRARY AND ILLEGAL." AS A RESULT, GENERAL 

EATIGATTI WHO HAS PREVIOUSLY REFUSED TO APPEAR, HAS BEEN 

CALLED TO TESTILY BEPORE THE COMMITTEE TODAY. THE RULING 

MAY ALSO MEAN THAT MRS. PERON HERSELF WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE 

TO TESTIFY. 
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2. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, MRS. PERON HAS OFFICIALLY 
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WITHDRAWN LOPEZ REGA'S AMBASSADORIAL RANK. UNCONFIRMED 
REPORTS INDICATE THAT INTERIOR MINISTER ROBLEDO CONVINCED 
HER TO TAKE THIS ACTION IF LOPEZ REGA DID NOT RESPOND 
TO JUDGE FASOLINO'S SUBPOENA AND APPEAR FOR TESTIMONY AT 
2:30 P.M. DECEMBER 29. NEEDLESS TO SAY, HE DID NOT APPEAR 
(SEE SEPTEL) AND IT WOULD THUS SEEM THAT HIS "SPECIAL 
MISSION" (WHATEVER IT MAY HAVE BEEN) HAS BEEN CANCELED. 

THE PRACTICAL IMPACT OF WITHDRAWING HIS AMBASSADORIAL RANK 
WILL BE VERY LITTLE SINCE, ACCORDING TO THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, HE WAS NOT ON SALARY AND WOULD NOT HAVE IN ANY 
CASE BEEN PROTECTED FROM EXTRADITION BY HIS DIPLOMATIC 
STATUS. 

3. COMMENT: BOTH MRS. PERON'S DECISION TO COOPERATE 

WITH THE COMMITTEE AND HER AGGREEMENT TO WITHDRAW LOPEZ 
REGA'S DIPLOMATIC TITLE ARE CLEARLY SIMPLY TACTICAL 
MANEUVERS. HAVING BEEN SOUNDLY DEFEATED IN HER 
EFFORTS TO BLOCK AND FRUSTRATE THE INVESTIGATION, 

SHE IS NOW BELATEDLY TRYING TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT 
SHE WISHES TO COOPERATE. AT THIS LATE DATE FEW WILL 
RELIEVE IT. 

4. NEWS JUST IN THAT GENERAL FATIGATTI FAILED TO 
APPEAR THIS MORNING BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATING 
COMMITTEE. A COMMITTEE MEMBER TOLD NEWSMEN THAT 
FATIGATTI SENT A MESSAGE SAYING THAT HE COULD NOT 
APPEAR TODAY "BECAUSE OF PRESSING BUSINESS AT 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE." WHILE HIS PRESENCE AT GOVERNMENT 
HOUSE HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED, THE FACT THAT HE HAS 
AVOIDED AN OUTRIGHT REFUSAL TO TESTIFY MAY MEAN THAT 
MRS. PERON WILL GIVE HIM THE GREEN LIGHT TO APPEAR AT 
SOME TIME IN THE NEAR FUTURE. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE 
MAY CONTINUE TO BE "TOO BUSY." 

HILT. 
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